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I am writing this not to shame you but 
to warn you as my dear children.  Even 
if you had ten thousand guardians in 
Christ, you do not have many fathers, 
for in Christ Jesus I became your 
father through the gospel. Therefore, I 
urge you to imitate me. For this 
reason, I have sent to you Timothy, my 

son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you 
of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach 
everywhere in every church. 1 Corinthians 4:14-17 

 
This is the time of the year our society in general and card 
suppliers specifically celebrate parents and grandparents 
(obviously May for mothers, June for fathers). These are joyful 
days that remind us of the blessing of having a good parent or 
the gift of being a parent. It’s also a difficult time that reminds us 
of painful relationships, broken dreams, or lost loved ones. 
These holidays bring up bittersweet feelings but offer Christians 
incredible reminders of the wonderful family we find ourselves 
within being part of Christ’s Church. 

 
First, it is a time to marvel that we can call God Father. After his 
resurrection Jesus tells Mary Magdalene that he still needs to 
ascend “to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God” (John 20:17). Jesus implores his disciples to address God 
as “Our Father” as they pray to him (Matthew 6:9). This isn’t just 
a relationship in name. 1 John 3:1 reminds us that the great love 
of God as a Father is expressed in adopting and calling us his 
children. Mother’s & Father’s Day may break open some old, 
deep wounds but it also comes with the message of real and 
lasting parental love for the Christian. The certainty that we are 
part of God’s eternal family by faith in Jesus Christ. We’re 
children that can call him “My God” and “Our Father” and 
experience the comfort of a good mother that brings peace to 
our souls and joy to our hearts (Isaiah 66:13).  

 
Secondly, these holidays call our attention to spiritual mentors 
we’ve had in the church. People the Lord has used to bring us 
an awareness of him and his truth, helped us to work through 
questions and doubts, and allowed us to experience God’s love 
and care through their service to us. Notice how Paul in Corinth 
and John in Ephesus address the churches as “my dear 
children.” Christians are blessed to have a family not based on 
shared biological blood, but on the blood of Jesus. Many of us 
have experienced the love and truth of God through such a 
family. This Mother’s and Father’s Day, what spiritual mentor 
can you thank God? What person is worth sending a card or 
sharing with them a moment that their service impacted your 
life. Paul told the Corinthians … (continued on back ) 

  

 

There will be a special offering collected  

on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8, for Arise  

(formerly named Crisis Shelter of Lawrence County). 
 

 

Mother’s Day Luncheon 

The Fishers of Men Committee is happy to host  

our Annual Mother’s Day Luncheon after worship  

on Sunday, May 8.  Please join us with your entire family  

for food and fellowship as we enjoy time together  

with one another as part of the family of God. 
 

 

 
  1 – Holy Communion 

        10:30am 

  1 – Session Meeting,  

        12pm 

  5 – National Day of  

         Prayer 

  7 – POA Meeting,  

         Bethany EPC,  

         Mercer, 8:30am 

  8 – Special offering  

         collected 

  8 – Mother’s Day  

         Luncheon, after  

         Worship 

15 – Nominating  

         Comm Meeting,  

        11:45am 

21 – 5K Run/Walk for  

         Life, Memorial  

         Park, Grove City,  

         8:30am 

22 – Nominating  

         Comm Meeting,  

         11:45am 

 

 
10 – Jerry Magee 

10 – Cal Nye 

13 – Diane Clouse 

14 – Patrick Keeley 

18 – Rachel Bresnihan ☺ 

18 – Haley Holsinger 

18 – Rayne Oliver 

19 – Leslie London 

20 – Lori Harrison 

22 – Kevin Nye 

24 – Matthew Parson Jr 

27 – Cindy Nagel 

29 – Jerry Manson 

30 – Ella Beachem 

31 – Destiny Oliver 

 

 
18 – Lee & Lynnette  

        Holsinger 

20 – Bill & Barb Carlin 



 
April 3 

     The Session met for a joint 
meeting with Calvin Presbyterian 
and Portersville Presbyterian on 
Sun, Apr 3.  The purpose of this 
meeting was to interact with and 
examine the confirmands for 
church membership.  All four 
young men did well. 
          A motion was made, 
seconded, and carried by the 
Mountville session to accept Jacob 
Kanzleiter and Zachary Lasko into  
active membership by their  
professions of faith. 

 
April 5 

     Discussion topics included the  
2022 VBS program and developing 
a church logo. 
     A motion was made, seconded, 
and carried to: 
• approve receiving Jacob 

Kanzleiter and Zachary Lasko as 
new members in front of the 
congregation during worship on 
Sun, Apr 24. 

• approve Karen Parson as Ruling 
Elder delegate to the 42nd Stated 
Meeting of the POA on Sat, May 7, 
at Bethany EPC, Mercer. 

• set the next regular stated 
meeting for Sun, May 1, at 12pm. 

 
GET TO KNOW OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

• What did you like most about 

confirmation?  Jacob: Learning about 

God and Jesus.  Zach: Talking about 

God with others. 

• How do you feel now that it is over?  

Jacob: It is a big accomplishment.  

Zach: I’m glad I did it. 

• What do you like to do outside of school 

and church?  Jacob: Baseball.  Zach: 

Sports, especially soccer. 

• What is your favorite number; color?  

Jacob: 7; orange.  Zach: 30; blue. 

    

    

 
 

VBS 2022 
June 27 – July 1 

 

Go off-road for a  
Monumental adventure through  

the colorful canyons and  
sunbaked trails  

of the southwest.   
By exploring God’s awesomeness,  

kids form a rock-solid faith  
for the road ahead. 

 

 

April 10 
 

• Approved mowing bid from 

Audrey Hinkle for hillside 

below parking lot at a cost of 

$95.00 per mowing for six 

mowings. 

• Approved mowing bid from 

Hunter Bish for church lawn at 

a cost of $1092.00 for the 

season. 

• Discussed checking light bulb 

in sign along road and 

repainting bracket areas on 

front wall above platform. 

  
… they had many 

guardians or guides 

in Christ, but not 

many fathers (v. 

15). They had a 

special relationship 

with him because they had heard the 

gospel from him and continued to receive 

instruction and nurture through him. What 

a special family you have dear Christian!  

 

Finally, spiritual daughters and sons are 

called to become mentors, or mothers 

and fathers of the faith. Paul writes for the 

Corinthians to imitate him (v. 16). He 

doesn’t just write the message but sends 

Timothy, “my son whom I love” (v. 17), as 

a visible example to them. It is special to 

note that Timothy had faithful family 

mentors in his mother Eunice and 

grandmother Lois, as well as a church 

father in Paul. I love that Paul describes 

Timothy as “faithful in the Lord” and one 

that will “remind you of my way of life in 

Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I 

teach everywhere in every church” (v. 

17). These upcoming holidays remind us 

of those God has used in our lives and 

our continuing privilege to nurture faith in 

those God has given us as family within 

the local church. 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Patrick 

   

 
Patrick Keeley, Pastor 

724-368-3385  ·  ptkeeley@gmail.com 

Kelly Bresnihan, Church Secretary 

724-496-0945  ·  jkerbres@hotmail.com 

Jamie Bish, Treasurer 

724-991-4294  ·  jamiebish@zoominternet.net 

Roberta Windhorst, Start Prayer Chain 

724-368-8507 

Kelly Bresnihan, Clerk of Session 

724-496-0945  ·  jkerbres@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

April 24 

 

• Met informally to discuss 

plans for Graduation 

Recognition Sunday 

including date, gift, and 

reception. 

• Continuing to work on the 

Shepherding Lists. 
 

 


